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Pabt XXI. 
INTERNMENT OF THE GERMAN PRIZE SHIP FARN. 



The British Ambassador to the Secretary of State. 

No. 18.] British Embassy, 

Washington, January 13, 1915. 

Sib: I have the honour to inform you that I learn a ship named the 
K. D. 8 flying the German flag entered the port of San Juan, Porto 
Rico, on the 12th instant. The British Consul states that there is evi- 
dence to show that this vessel is the former British Farn of London, 
which has been captured by the enemy. Being private property it is 
not recognized by international law as lawful prize until it has been 
taken into a prize court of the captor and adjudicated upon. 

I have the honour to request that the United States Government 
will be so good as to cause this matter to be investigated by the proper 
authorities and, if satisfied that the facts are as stated above, to give 
orders for the detention of this vessel in the interests of a proper observ- 
ance of neutrality. 

I have, etc., Cecil Spring-Rice. 



The British Ambassador to the Secretary of State. 

No. 26.] British Embassy, 

Washington, January 17, 1915. 
Sir: Referring to my notes Nos. 18 and 25 of the 13th and 14th 1 
instant, relative to the British ship Farn which has been taken into the 
port of San Juan, Porto Rico, I have the honour to say that His Maj- 
jesty's Government presume that the United States Government will 
refuse the request of the German officer and that instructions will be 
given to the authorities at San Juan to act in conformity with Article 21 
of the Convention signed at The Hague on October 18, 1907, known as 
No. 13 of the Instruments signed at the Second Peace Conference. 
I have, etc., Cecil Spbing-Rice. 

1 Not printed. 
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The Secretary of State to the British Ambassador. 

Department of State, 
Washington, January 29, 1915. 

Excellency: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
notes of the 13th, 14th, and 17th instant in regard to the steamer K. D. 
3, which entered the port of San Juan, Porto Rico, in the possession of a 
German prize crew, and to inform you in reply that, as stated to you 
informally at the Department, this Government, after a careful investi- 
gation of the case, determined to treat the steamer as a tender to a 
belligerent fleet, and on the 22d instant instructions were given that 
the vessel be ordered to leave port within 24 hours after notice to that 
effect, and upon failure to leave, that the vessel, together with the prize 
officers and crew, be interned, the British officers and crew and the 
Chinese seamen being released. 

The Department is now advised that the vessel, together with the 
prize officers and crew, was interned on the 25th instant at San Juan. 
1 have, etc., W. J. Bryan. 



The British Ambassador to the Secretary of State. 

No. 82.] British Embassy, 

Washington, February 26, 1915. 

Sir: In your note of the 29th ultimo you were good enough to inform 
me of the decision of the United States Government to treat the steam- 
ship Farn, or K. D. 3, which entered the port of San Juan, Porto Rico 
in the possession of a German prize crew, as a tender to a belligerent 
fleet, and that as a result of the instructions given in pursuance of this 
decision the vessel had been interned. 

I understand from the conversations on this question which I have 
had the honour to have at the Department of State, that the United 
States Government have been under the impression that the Farn, at 
the time of her original capture by a German cruiser, was employed 
as an Admiralty collier. I am now informed by my Government that 
the vessel has not in fact been employed as a collier or otherwise on Ad- 
miralty service since the outbreak of war, and that at the time of her 
capture she was carrying a commercial cargo to the Plate. 

1 am further instructed to state that His Majesty's Government 
consider that, in any case, whatever the previous status of the vessel 
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may have been, it would be necessary, before the vessel could be treated 
by a neutral Power in whose port she might find herself, as a German 
fleet auxiliary, instead of as a prize under Article 21 of the Hague Con- 
vention, that there should have been a finding of condemnation of her 
on some other ground by a competent prize court. 

His Majesty's Government for these reasons consider that no circum- 
stances have been disclosed in the present case which would justify the 
treatment of the Farn in a manner other than that prescribed in Article 
21 of the Hague Convention No. 13 of 1907, and they trust that on further 
consideration the United States Government will agree in this view and 
issue the necessary instructions to the authorities concerned for the re- 
lease of the vessel. 

I have, etc., Cecil Spring-Rice. 



The Secretary of State to the British Ambassador. 

Department of State, 
Washington, March IS, 1915. 
Excellency: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's note of the 26th ultimo in relation to the steamship Farn, 
or K. D. 3, which has been interned in the port of San Juan, Porto Rico, 
as a tender to a belligerent fleet. The Department is advised that the 
Farn left Cardiff about September 5, 1914, for Montevideo, with a clause 
in her charter to deliver coal to warships if they so desired. Though, 
as you state, the vessel was not employed as a collier, or otherwise, in 
the Admiralty service, this fact would not in the opinion of the Depart- 
ment affect her status at the time of internment if she indeed acted as a 
collier or auxiliary to a belligerent fleet. It is understood that the Farn 
was a British merchant vessel; that she had on board a cargo of Cardiff 
coal amounting to some 3,000 tons; that she was captured by the Ger- 
man cruiser Karlsruhe on October 5; that the cruiser placed a prize 
crew and officers on board; and that notwithstanding the known prac- 
tice of the Karlsruhe to sink her enemy prizes, the vessel had been at 
sea continuously since the date of capture until she put into the port 
of San Juan on January 12 last for provisions and water. The Depart- 
ment believes that the only reasonable conclusion in the circumstances, 
is that between October 5 and January 12 the Farn was used as a tender 
to German warships. It appears obvious that a belligerent may use a 
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prize in its service and that the prize thereby becomes stamped with a 
character dependent upon the nature of the service. It is upon this 
view of the case that the United States Government concluded to treat 
the vessel as a tender, which character accords with her presumed 
service to the German fleet. 

Your Excellency states that it would be necessary before the vessel 
could be treated as a German fleet auxiliary that she should have been 
condemned by a competent prize court. With this conclusion the Gov- 
ernment of the United States is under the necessity of disagreeing. In 
the opinion of this Government an enemy vessel which has been cap- 
tured by a belligerent cruiser becomes as between the two govern- 
ments the property of the captor without the intervention of a prize 
court. If no prize court is available this Government does not under- 
stand that it is the duty of the captor to release his prize, or to refuse 
to impress her into its service. On the contrary, the captor would be 
remiss in his duty to his Government and to the efficiency of its belliger- 
ent operations if he released an enemy vessel because he could not take 
her in for adjudication. 

As to Article 21 of Hague Convention No. 13 of 1907 cited by Your 
Excellency as prescribing the treatment to be accorded to the Farn, 
it is only necessary to state that as it appears that his Majesty's Gov- 
ernment has not ratified this Convention it should not be regarded as 
of binding effect between Great Britain and the United States. 

In this relation I venture to call to your attention that the British 
Consul at San Juan protested on January 12th against the clearance of 
the Farn, and that Your Excellency in your note of January 13 requested 
that she be detained in the interest of neutrality. It was not until 
January 17 that Your Excellency informed the Department that His 
Majesty's Government presumed that the United States would act 
under Article 21 of Hague Convention No. 13 of 1907 in regard to the 
release of the vessel. Sufficient time had thus elapsed to allow for com- 
munication with British warships and their appearance off the port of 
San Juan. The result of releasing a German prize loaded with coal at 
this juncture needs no comment. 

In the circumstances the Government of the United States is under 
the necessity of adhering to its decision to intern until the end of the 
war the Steamship Farn as a fleet auxiliary. 

I have, etc. For the Secretary of State: 

Robert Lansing. 
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The British Ambassador to the Secretary of State. 

No. 124.] British Embassy, 

Washington, March 26, 1915. 

Sir: I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
March 13 in which you are good enough to explain the grounds on which 
the United States Government is under the necessity of adhering to its 
decision to intern until the end of the war the steamship Farn as a 
fleet auxiliary. 

The tenour of your note was duly telegraphed to His Majesty's Gov- 
ernment, who desire me to inform you that it will have their most at- 
tentive consideration. They prefer, however, to await the receipt of 
the full text before replying in detail. 

They do not at present understand to whom the United States Gov- 
ernment feel themselves bound to hand over the Farn at the end of the 
war, and they would much appreciate it if they could be informed of 
the decision arrived at in this respect. While they would be very glad 
if this point could be cleared up, they do not abandon their contention 
that the Farn ought to be released to the British owners without delay. 
I have, etc., Cecil Spring-Rice. 



